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there is the phenomenon of Nazism. The black sheep of a family
is,, nevertheless, of the same blood and bone as his virtuous
brethren. To say that Nazism is a brutal and insane perversion
of Euro-american civilization does not absolve its enemies from
some share of responsibility for its emergence. War, rapine.,
and brutality are commonplaces in the history of some African
and Oriental peoples. But simply because of the small scale
of their social organization and their lack of science., no pre-
scientific people now extant can match the record of destruction
and death wrought in Europe by war.

When we turn from the massive and material aspects of social
life to the individual the differences between primitive man and
Euro-american man reach vanishing point. Physically and
psycho-physically all mankind is a single species. There is no
incontrovertible scientific proof that inborn mental abilities and
dispositions are positively correlated with skin colour. The
available evidence., in fact, points in the opposite direction.
That does not mean that there are no differences of quality or
quantity in the expression of mental dispositions, or in the
application of inborn abilities, between people of different races.
Reputable anthropologists are unanimous in ascribing this to
differences of training, of economic and social outlets, and of
cultural standards. This generalization applies also to most of
the popular racialist beliefs emanating from Europeans who have
practical dealings with non-European races. The extreme racialist
ideologies are typical instances of the function of mythology
in social organization. They are obvious by-products of a
competitive economic struggle and irreconcilable cultural
patterns. They constitute a combination of defence mechanism,
rationalization, and magical belief serving to maintain unity of
purpose and cultural solidarity among the caste or class that
holds them. Hence scientific refutation rarely has any effect.
They can be eradicated only by political or economic action
designed to overthrow the gross inequalities in the bi-racial
social system-
Less virulent, but still insidious, varieties of these mythologies